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THE GREAT EQUALITY

Proud Casteman of my unfortunate country !
Throw aside your pride of caste-

Lest on your own unwilling head

Should be heaped the burning insults

That you now shower on others

You have deprived the outcasts

Of the common rights of man

With your very eyes

You have beheld their misery,

And yet have you refused to take them to your heart-
But remember, please do remember :

-Some day you shall have to be

The equal of them all in ignominy.

By contemptuously shunning

The touch of your fellow men

You have insulted the Lord of Creation
And as a punishment from on high,
You shall have to shre their crumbs

At times of famine and starvation

But remember, please do remember
-Some day you shall have to be

The equal of them all in ignominy .

You have stifled your own power

When you pushed aside your brothers,

And trampled them under your haughty feet
But you never, never can be saved

Until you have fully abased yourself

To their state of inglorious existence

But remember, please do remember

-Some day you shall have to be

They equal of them all in ignominy.

Proud casteman of my unfortunate country !

They whom you so joyously trample under your feet
Will drag you down to the spot

Where they lie humbled today ;

They to whom you deny advancement
Themselves shall block your progress

They whom you are forcibly holding

In the darkness of ignorance,

Have already menaced your welfare

By the enormity of the abysmal darkness
Of their own colossal ignorance

But remember, please do remember :
-Some day you shall have to be

The equal of them all in ignominy.

For centuries you have humiliated
These children of God

By the impudence of your pride of caste;
And you still fail to bow low.

To the Divinity that is in them.

Why do you not bend your head,
And open your eyes to see

The God of the poor and the helpless
Dwelling in the dust where grovels
The victims of your suicidal pride
But remember, please do remember
-Some day you shall have to be

The equal of them all in ignominy.

Proud casteman of my unfortunate country!
Can you not see the messenger of death
Standing before your door ?

Can you not hear the curses

He mutters on your sinful pride of caste,
And your criminal arrogance of class ?

If you still cannot embrace

All with love,

Then step aside, do step aside,

And cover yourself tight

With the blankets of your pompous pride
But remember, please do remember :
-After death you shall have to be

The equal of them all

In the ultimate ashes of your body.

v it ST (3T - 2012)  —
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